
1 
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Early College Newsletter 
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Fall 2018 

 

Hello and happy fall 2018!  Please take 

some time to enjoy reading about what 
is happening in the SCC Early College 

community—student accomplishments, 
spotlights, and program notes. 

Brian Tucker 
Early College 

Counselor  
(864) 592-4256 

tuckerb@sccsc.edu 

Eugenia Hooker 
Director, Early College 

(864) 592-4263 
hookere@sccsc.edu 

Visit our webpage on the 
SCC website: 

https://www.sccsc.edu/early/  

Graduating dual enrollment/early college students are encouraged to get an early start on the 

financial aid process by completing their FAFSA application.  The official FAFSA website is 

www.fafsa.ed.gov.  The Federal School Code for Spartanburg Community College is 003994.  

Dual enrollment students who plan to attend SCC after high school graduation must submit a 

traditional SCC application online at www.sccsc.edu.  Please create an account using a personal 

email address rather than your current SCC email address.  It is free to apply!  

 
 Last day of fall classes—Friday December 7th 
 
 
        Fall exams—December 8th—12th 
 
 
 Final grades due date—Thursday, December 13 by 9:00 a.m. 
 
 Spring 2019 Registration—October 15, 2018—January 8, 2019.  Register early to get the best 

selection of spring classes!  Contact Brian Tucker at (864) 592-4256 or tuckerb@sccsc.edu  
 
 Spring 2019         semester beings Wednesday, January 9, 2019 and ends on Monday, April 

29, 2019. 
 
 January 21, 2019—MLK Holiday—College Closed 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
https://www.sccsc.edu/home/
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Since fall 2017, Byrnes High School student Britney Higgins has been mastering the 

art of the transition from high school to college as a dual enrollment student. She first 

heard about dual enrollment opportunities from her guidance counselor and thought 

this would be an opportunity for her to get ahead on her future college degrees. When 

she went to her first college classes at the SCC Tyger River Campus as a high school 

junior, Britney felt like she had “walked into a classroom I didn’t belong in.”  Within a 

couple of weeks, she began to feel more comfortable as she engaged in the class and 

connected with the course content. That comfort level has only continued to grow. She 

appreciates the intimate feel of the Tyger River Campus and frequently makes use of 

the study rooms before class. She has made it a habit to review class notes on a daily 

basis and uses the Quizlet app to test herself on what she has learned. Britney has al-

so been able to enroll in two college courses at her high school. Although she was in 

the familiar high school environment, she did note that her peers were more serious 

and focused in those classes.  Britney’s involvement with Project Lead the Way courses 

in middle school coupled with four years of ROTC at the high school led to her decision 

to pursue an academic path that will culminate in a master’s degree in Aerospace En-

gineering. She will have earned 19 semester hours by the time she graduates from Byr-

nes in the spring. After graduation, Britney plans to continue her studies in the Associ-

ate of Science degree pre-engineering track at Spartanburg Community College, trans-

fer to USC Upstate to pursue a bachelor’s degree, and then head to USC Columbia. 

Undaunted by the ambitious goals she has set for herself, Britney expresses confidence 

in her academic future. “I already know what it (college) is going to be like.” Her advice 

for other dual enrollment students?   

Develop good notetaking skills.  

Be open to different instructional styles. Figure out each instructor’s expectations.   

Don’t let challenging class requirements and expectations intimidate you. Push 

yourself. Work harder.   

“I really enjoy being able to push myself.” 



3 

Katie Ramsey 

Question:  What are your thoughts on dual enrollment?  Why do you believe in it? 

 

Answer:   

Dual enrollment classes give high school students a chance to experience college level classes 

while still enrolled in a comfortable setting.  It allows students to have the experience while safety 

nets are still in place if needed.  This allows both the student and parents to identify areas of 

concern before the student is placed into a full time college setting.  It also has many other bene-

fits such as the following: 1) more cost effective for student and parents, 2) students graduate 

earlier than expected from college, and 3) students take even more challenging courses while still 

in high school.  I have also witnessed students that had not previously planned on college change 

their views based on their dual credit experiences.  In some cases, it has given them more confi-

dence that they can manage college on their own or be accepted into college in some cases. 

 

Question:  What is the biggest gain that the students get out of doing dual enrollment?  What is 

the biggest gain for the career center? 

 

Answer:   

The biggest gain for students is the ability to explore challenging courses and obtain a degree 

earlier which leads to entering the workforce earlier and becoming more self-sufficient.  The big-

gest gain for the career center is that it allows our instructors to go more in-depth in their fields 

and further prepare our completers for the workforce. 

 

Question:  What advice would you give to other school counselors/administrators who work with 

SCC Early College to help maintain a strong partnership? 

 

Answer:   

I think it is important to maintain relationships with your counterparts at SCC and visit pro-

grams on a regular basis.  Provide opportunities for the high school or CATE instructors to meet 

and speak with their counter parts as well.  Attend and participate in activities that are available 

for students and dual credit instructors.  

 

 

DUAL ENROLLMENT CHAMPION 
 

Crystal Kingsmore 

Daniel Morgan Technology Center 
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Katie Ramsey 

Question:  Do you think you would have done dual enrollment in high school?  Knowing what 

you know now, is there a certain track or pathway you would have taken with dual 

enrollment? 

 

Answer:   

During my high school career, there was only one dual credit course available, Psychology 101.  

I did take the course and felt that it did benefit me by preparing me for what to expect at the col-

lege level.  Had there been more available, I feel that I would have definitely attempted more 

courses and possibly found my career path earlier as a result.   

 

Question:  If there was anything you could change about SCC dual enrollment, what would that 

be?  Is there any particular challenge or concern? 

 

Answer:   

I would like to see more courses offered at the CATE level and quite possibly partnering with 

SCC and the home high school to even have students graduate with a certificate or associate’s 

in their career area.  Several students are in situations where they may need to go to work upon 

finishing high school but are interested in careers that require a certificate at a minimum.  I feel 

this would greatly impact their quality of life if this were available to them.  

 

Question: How long have you been involved with the school system?  What was your road to be-

coming a counselor/administrator? 

 

Answer:   

I am currently in my 8th year as a school counselor/assistant director at Daniel Morgan Tech-

nology Center.  I did take a nontraditional pathway to this particular role.  I graduated from 

Broome High School and then received a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice from USC-

Upstate.  I began working as a Sheriff’s deputy for the Spartanburg County Sheriff’s Office and 

eventually moved to the School Resource Officer division. I served as the Lieutenant over the 

Spartanburg School Resource Officer Division and Underage Alcohol Taskforce.  During that 

time, I realized how much I enjoyed working with students in a more positive setting.  I enrolled 

in Gardner-Webb and received my Masters in School Counseling and eventually my Ed.S in 

School Administration from Converse College. I truly believe that my time as a school resource 

officer helped me to see the impact that a positive role model or mentor can have on a child and 

fueled my desire to return to school and eventually change careers.   

DUAL ENROLLMENT CHAMPION 
 Crystal Kingsmore— Continued 
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Hunter McLeod 

797 Total Students 

137 Early College High School Students 

48 Viking Early College students (in partnership with Spartanburg County School 

District Seven) 

89 Spartanburg County Early College High School students (in partnership with 

Spartanburg County School Districts One, Two, Three, Four, Five, Six, Seven) 

Students enrolled from 18 schools plus additional home schooled students 

Partnerships with 5 career and technology centers 

College courses offered on site at 8 high schools 

58 instructors teaching dual enrollment/early college student cohort courses in all locations 

Twelve year average of 26.1% of Dual Enrollment students enrolling at SCC after high 

school graduation 

H T O S P A N S H 

Y L R A E 

to the Institute of Innovation on the opening of your new 

center this fall.  What a great asset for Cherokee County! 
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The Early College team would like to introduce the 2018-2019 launch of our SCC Dual 

Enrollment Ambassador Program.  The goal of this program is to promote retention of 

dual enrollment students at Spartanburg Community College both prior to high school 

completion and after high school graduation.   

 

Former dual enrollment students Autumn Austin (Boiling Springs High School, SCC, 

USC Upstate graduate) and Jon Green (Spartanburg High School and SCC graduate 

and current USC Upstate student) played an instrumental role kicking off this new ini-

tiative during a series of summer orientations held at the SCC-central campus in July.  

Both shared their experiences first as dual enrollment students and later as traditional 

students at SCC and USC Upstate as well as how they made transition to their careers. 

Autumn is an elementary school teacher, and Jon is a nurse at an elementary school. 

In August, Chesnee High School graduate Collin Huskey returned to his high school 

and shared his reflections about his experience as a dual student with current dual 

enrollment students and their parents.  Collin is currently a biology major at Clemson. 

This fall, we welcomed Jesse Shirts, Tatum Beck, and Kellen Gault to our inaugural 

year ambassador cohort. Two of these students are former dual enrollment students 

who graduated from High Point Academy (Jesse) and South Carolina Connections 

Academy (Tatum) in the spring and decided to stay at SCC to pursue our university 

transfer degree program.  Kellen is a homeschool high school senior and current dual 

enrollment student. Thank you, ambassadors! We celebrate your accomplishments and 

appreciate the great work you are doing.   

Jon Green Collin Huskey Autumn Austin 

Jesse Shirts Tatum Beck Kellen Gault 
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In this season of Thanksgiving, SCC Early College is grateful for: 

  Committed students seeking and finding pathways to future majors and careers 

  Dedicated faculty who make a daily difference in students’ lives 

  Counselors and administrators who help us identify, register, and keep students on track 

  Our College/K-12 partnerships that make college opportunities a reality for our students  

LIVE 

every moment 

LAUGH 

every day 

LOVE 

beyond words 


