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THE EARLY BIRD 

Early College Newsletter 
Volume 4, Issue 2  

Spring 2019 

April 15th Fall Registration Begins*  

May 3rd Spring Semester Grades Due at 9:00 a.m. 

May 9th SCC Commencement at 7:00 p.m. 

May 20th Full Semester Summer Term Begins* 

May 27th Memorial Day Holiday (SCC Closed) 

July 4th—5th Independence Day Holiday (SCC Closed) 

July 25th Summer Classes End 

August 19th Fall Semester Begins 

September 2nd Labor Day Holiday 

October 14th Spring Registration Begins* 

*NOTE: To register for summer and fall classes contact:  

Brian Tucker at (864) 592-4256 or tuckerb@sccsc.edu 

Please take some time to enjoy reading about 

what is happening in the SCC Early College 

community  ~ student accomplishments, spot-

lights, and program notes. 

Welcome                         
Spring 

Visit our webpage on the SCC website:  
https://www.sccsc.edu/early/  

Contact Info: 

Brian Tucker 

Early College Counselor  

(864) 592-4256 

tuckerb@sccsc.edu 

 
Eugenia Hooker 

Director, Early College 

(864) 592-4263 

hookere@sccsc.edu 

E V E N T S 
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Spartanburg County Early College High School (SCECHS)  

Spartanburg County Early College High School is a partnership between SCC and 

Spartanburg County School Districts One, Two, Three, Four, Five, Six, and Seven which 

began in the fall of 2014.  Students are enrolled in the program from grades 9 through 12. 

Congratulations to the following SCECHS students who are Associate in Arts degree      

candidates this spring: 

Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) Honor Society  

Phi Theta Kappa is an international honor society for two-year colleges.  To receive a  

membership invitation, students are required to complete a minimum of 12 hours of  

associate degree course work and earn a grade point average of 3.5 or higher. 

Congratulations to the following SCECHS students who were inducted into the Phi Theta 

Kappa Honor Society on April 9, 2019: 

Angie Alaniz 

Savannah Basnet 

Sydney Broadus 

Emaja Brown 

Charisse Byrd 

Ta-Taya Campbell 

Robert Chumley 

Dawson Jolly  

Angelica Kobak 

Bryan Lopez-Montoya 

Brandon Mercado 

Eric Moua 

Timothy Ritthy Pres 

Trinity Roberts 

Marisandy Santiago-Cedillo 

Amy Servando 

Kennedy Taylor 

Onisse Trejo-Gonzalez 

Sianna White 

Angie Alaniz* 

Sarah Brian 

Ivori Cabrera 

Teresa Alonso Escamilla 

Larissa Ferretiz-Chavez 

Edward Guallpa 

Miranda Horton 

Zy’novia James 

Bryan Lopez-Montoya 

Kayla Meyers 

Olivia Moua 

Trinity Roberts  

Venissa Sexton 

Anthaleena Somsanith 

Griffin Thompson 

Mark Ulanov 

 

* was inducted into PTK in a previous semester. 
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Viking Early College (VEC) 

Viking Early College is a partnership between SCC and Spartanburg County  

District Seven which began in the fall of 2013.  Students in this single gender (all-male) 

program are enrolled from grades 9 through 12. 

Congratulations to the following VEC students who are Associate in Arts degree candidates 

this spring: 

Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) Honor Society  

Phi Theta Kappa is an international honor society for two-year colleges.  To receive a mem-

bership invitation, students are required to complete a minimum of 12 hours of associate 

degree course work and earn a grade point average of 3.5 or higher. 

Congratulations to the following Viking Early College students who were inducted into the 

Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society on April 9, 2019: 

David McCoy, Drayton Watson, Macallister Weeks, Jeidon Wilkins 

Marvin Brooks Anderson Jeter III Ma’kell Richardson Akira Touch 

Tavien Giles Louis Jordon Derique Simon  
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Foreword:   Ashley McCollum and her mother both 
thought dual enrollment had plenty of benefits for 
both the student and parent. And after Ashley’s suc-

cessful fall 2018 semester, their thinking proved to be right.  In the following interview, I asked 
both mother and daughter to share what the SCC dual enrollment experience meant to them 
and the gains that came with Ashley taking college classes while in high school.—Brian Tucker 

 
 Ashley McCollum learned of the SCC Early College program through her Dorman 
High School counselor, Tiffany Sherbert, who recommended that Ashley begin to see what 
college classes is all about.  Ashley states, “I thought that dual enrollment would be a good 
fit for me and I wanted to see what college was like.”  Ashley discussed the opportunity with 
her parents and all agreed that not only could she do this, they felt this would be a great 
chance for Ashley to become college ready. Ashley says that she gained confidence after   
taking Political Science 201 and Economics 210 in the fall 2018 semester during which she 
got a taste of what it takes to be successful on a college level.  Mrs. Caren McCollum,     
Ashley’s mother, says she believes the college level rigor led to her daughter being college 
ready.  I asked Ashley, “What dual enrollment class is your favorite so far, and which class 
was the most challenging?” Ashley responded, “AHS 102 (Medical Terminology at R. D.     
Anderson Applied Technology Center) is my favorite, because I am interested in the medical 
field and I also can apply my knowledge of the terms to my life now.”  Ashley also expressed 
that her Macroeconomics class challenged her in a good way, because she had to think from 
another perspective in order to grasp the principles.  However, she stressed that she had to 
find study strategies, attend study sessions with the instructor, and use other important 
college skills to master the Macroeconomics course.  Mrs. McCollum says, “I am glad that 
Ashley had to learn how to work through and find the answer for a challenging course like 
this.  It taught her not to quit or give up, but rather find a way to get help and overcome 
when a course gets tough.”  
  
 Ashley’s advice is that any student thinking about doing dual enrollment should be 
prepared for the different scheduling that college classes operate on and that students will 
need to be open-minded to learning new study habits.  According to Ashley, “Parents also 
need to be supportive of their child and give their child space to develop their own independ-

ence when taking dual enrollment.”  Mrs. McCollum advises, “I would definitely encourage 
any parent to allow their child to participate in dual enrollment because taking these classes 
now can definitely save you money later. I’ve been very satisfied with Ashley’s dual enroll-
ment experience and would recommend and encourage any student to participate in these 
classes.”   
 

 Ashley believes she is better prepared for her future college classes by taking dual   
enrollment and she currently holds a 3.0 collegiate GPA.  After her time here at SCC, she is 
looking to attend Augusta University, Clemson University, or USC-Columbia to further her 
education.  From there, she is headed to medical school.  “Learning how to balance my    
college class schedule and developing better study habits are important skills that I picked 
up,” states Ashley. 
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Hunter McLeod 

Faculty 

Spotlight 

Ricci Stripling (left)  

Allison Suber (right) 

Terrica “Ricci” Stripling 

1) Tell us about your educational and professional background.  When and how did you 

decide teaching was the profession for you? 

I have a degree in Computer Science and Math from Converse College.  I am currently  working 

on a Master’s in Business Administration with a concentration in Leadership and Management 

at Limestone College.  I did not start off in education at all.  I worked in the business field.  

Growing up, I wanted to be a math teacher.  When I got to college,  I realized math was really 

hard and I got anxiety.  I picked up computer science programming.  I found it so boring and 

discovered I was not interested in writing code all day.  I graduated from college and was a sub-

stitute teacher for a year.  That is when I found my calling.  I substituted in Spartanburg 

County School District Seven elementary, middle, and high schools, and the McCarthy Teszler 

School.  I was searching for where I could make the most impact.  I taught Computer Science 

at Whitlock Junior High School for one year and also taught Computer Science, Math, and 

GED classes for two years at Camp White Pines, a South Carolina Department of Juvenile Jus-

tice facility in Union County.  I taught the same courses at Greenville Technical College for one 

year.  I stayed home one year with my youngest daughter after she was born, then came to 

Spartanburg Community College in January 2006 as a Math and Computer Tutor in the Learn-

ing Center as well as a testing proctor.  Then, I began teaching math classes in the Transitional 

Studies department and CPT 114, a Computer Literacy course, in the Computer and Engineer-

ing Technologies department. 

 

2) How many years have you. . . 

 Taught at SCC?  Thirteen years: nine years as adjunct faculty (2006-2015); four additional 

years as a full-time faculty member since 2015. 

 Taught dual enrollment students?  Since 2010 (Gateway to College students) 

 Taught in the Viking Early College and Spartanburg County Early College High School 

programs?  Since they began in 2013 and 2014 respectively. 
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Hunter McLeod 

Faculty 

Spotlight 

Terrica “Ricci” Stripling (continued) 

3) What did you enjoy most about teaching Viking Early College and Spartanburg County 

Early College High School students? 

I think what I enjoy the most is watching them grow—teaching them when they first start in 

the program, then watching them mature and grow up.  It’s great knowing you played a role in 

encouraging them and then getting to see them walk across the state at the SCC graduation.  I 

also enjoy them coming back to me for help with their math classes as juniors and seniors.   

 

4) How would you describe your teaching style? 

I am very direct and straightforward.  I teach the way I want my kids to be taught.  I would 

want them to have stern but loving teachers.  I want my students to know that I care.  If I don’t 

get on you and harass you, then you know I don’t care. 

 

5) What (if anything) might surprise people about the experience of teaching early      

college students? 

They are still young but they are so smart. Most of their grades are better than my traditional 

college students.  If we help show them the big picture, “This is how early college can help you 

and your family,” it helps students appreciate their experience more. 

 

6) What are your best tips for current and future early college students? 

To have confidence and believe in yourself.  Don’t be a settler.  I hate when people settle.  Set 

your expectations high.  My teaching mantra is, “I expect an A.  If you expect anything less 

than an A, that is a problem.”  
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Hunter McLeod 

Faculty 

Spotlight 

Allison Suber 

1) Tell us about your educational and professional background.  When and how did you 

decide teaching was the profession for you? 

I did not always want to be a teacher; I wanted to be a nurse.  I like helping and taking care of 

people, so I signed up to take CNA, Certified Nursing Assistant, classes in high school at R.D. 

Anderson.  There I met Mrs. Padgett.  She was the most inspiring person I ever met.  She was 

my motivation.  She taught our class about more than medical terminology and blood pres-

sure, etc.  She taught us about ourselves; she taught us about life.  Watching her every day 

made me wonder if I could do the same thing for other people, to inspire and motivate them.  I 

did finish and get my CNA, and I worked for a little while in nursing homes, but it just was not 

my calling.  I went to Spartanburg Technical College, now SCC, and thought I’d go on and get 

my first nursing degree, but there I met an English instructor, Rita Weeks.  She was just like 

Mrs. Padgett.  She cared about her students, not just their grades.  She cared about me.  There 

were other teachers after her, Carolyn Hooker (SCC), Dr. Jenny Williams (SCC), and Dr.     

Warren Carson (USC Upstate), all English instructors.  I guess that’s why I am an English 

teacher too.  I wanted to do for others what they did for me.  It all started with a teacher. 

 

2) How many years have you. . . 

 Taught at SCC?  I have been with SCC since 2014.  I was an adjunct first, but I became 

full-time in 2017. 

 Taught dual enrollment students?  I have taught dual enrollment students since I’ve been 

with the college.  I have them sprinkled in with most of my classes.  I also taught dual en-

rollment students at USC Upstate. 

 Taught in the Viking Early College and Spartanburg County Early College High School 

programs?  I started with VEC and SCEHS here at SCC.  I’ve always been with them. 

 

3) What do you enjoy most about teaching Viking Early College and Spartanburg County 

Early College High School students? 

I enjoy the students the most.  I like teaching them because they are hard workers and are mo-

tivated, but I like learning about them as people most, and they teach me a lot too.  So, my fa-

vorite part about teaching them would have to be them teaching me.  
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Hunter McLeod 

Faculty 

Spotlight 

Allison Suber (continued) 

4) How would you describe your teaching style? 

I would describe my style as dynamic.  It is always changing; there is always constant activity.  

It is ongoing and evolving.  I teach in a sort of open style, and I change things up as needed. 

 

5) What (if anything) might surprise people about the experience of teaching early      

college students? 

I think people would be surprised at the students’ work ethic.  These young people work harder 

than most adults.  They turn everything in, and on time.  They never miss a beat.  They are 

amazing.  

 

6) What are your best tips for current and future early college students? 

I think students need to know that no matter who they are, no matter where they come from, 

and no matter what they do, they can succeed.  It’s not a tip, it’s an inspiring word from a for-

mer student.   

 



9 

Hunter McLeod 

We hope that you have enjoyed reading our newsletter! 

835 Total Students 

 

137 Early College High School Students 

 

48 Viking Early College students (in partnership with Spartanburg County 
School District Seven) 

89 Spartanburg County Early College High School students (in partnership 
with Spartanburg County School Districts One, Two, Three, Four, Five, Six, 
Seven) 

 

Students enrolled from 17 schools plus additional homeschooled students 

 

Partnerships with 5 career and technology centers 

 

College courses offered on site at 8 high schools 

 

49 instructors teaching dual enrollment/early college student cohort courses in all 
locations              

 


