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Dear friends,

Earlier this year, Spartanburg Community College and Michelin North 

America announced an exciting partnership that seeks to pay workers to 

receive hands-on industrial training. The SCC Michelin Manufacturing 

Scholars Program offers “learn and earn” opportunities for participants to 

receive technical certification from SCC, hands-on training and a potential 

manufacturing career with Michelin.

The program also addresses a crucial issue facing our society. As a large 

number of the existing workforce enters retirement, they take their knowl-

edge, skills and experience with them - creating a skills gap that has serious 

repercussions for the Upstate economy. Companies contact Jay Coffer, 

SCC’s department chair of Advanced Manufacturing, almost daily seeking 

trained employees who can solve problems and fill the void created by 

retiring workers.

The application deadline for those interested in participating ended in 

March, and Michelin plans to hold orientation for accepted applicants 

in May. Those participating in the program will receive a semester-long 

training in the culture, processes and values of manufacturing; 28 hours of 

paid, work-based learning per week; a full Michelin scholarship that covers 

tuition, fees and books; as well as nine credit hours that, upon successful 

completion, lead to a Manufacturing Operators Certificate and potential 

offer of full-time employment.

For the past 50 years, SCC has been partnered with the business commu-

nity throughout Spartanburg, Union and Cherokee counties to support the 

Upstate economy by educating, training and retraining workers. Certainly, 

this partnership with Michelin aligns perfectly with that mission during 

this critical crossroads.

Sincerely,

Henry C. Giles, Jr.
President, Spartanburg Community College

P.O. Box 4386 Spartanburg, SC 29305 | 107 Community College Drive Spartanburg, SC 29303
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2018 Economic Visionaries welcomes
Lynn Good, Duke Energy President/CEO

Thank You to our 2018 Sponsors

Lynn Good, president, chairman and chief executive 
officer of Duke Energy, shared insights about how 
the energy giant supports economic development, as 
well as the company’s efforts in foundational giving, 
volunteerism and education at SCC’s Economic 
Visionaries event.

Good served as keynote speaker for the awards 
ceremony, which honors those businesses and 
industry leaders who significantly impact the 
Upstate economy.

“Economic development is on all of your minds, 
you’ve been extraordinarily successful,” Good told 

the crowd at the Spartanburg Marriott on March 22. “At Duke Energy, we wake up 
every day with a team of professionals focused on making this region as good as it 
can be to attract jobs to this region. It starts with having good inventory, where places 
are that we can cite more manufacturing or investment. But, it doesn’t stop there. It’s 
also about recruitment and that’s where we can work together-Duke Energy leaders 
working with state leaders and local community leaders so we can put the best package 
on the table to attract the businesses to this region. It’s a long-term commitment.”

Good also shared that Duke Energy’s commitment goes beyond economic 
development, that volunteerism and the commitment of their foundation in the 
community are important.

As a thank you and a token of appreciation, SCC honored Ms. Good with an Economic 
Visionaries award and a named scholarship in her honor to be awarded to a deserving 
student in the fall.



Congratulations to the
2018 Economic Visionaries award winners!

Crow & Bulman Engineering

Recognized for innovative work throughout Spartanburg, Union and 
Cherokee counties, Crow & Bulman Engineering has provided HVAC 
engineering design for the Spartanburg County Library, Spartanburg 
Memorial Auditorium, the Evans Academic Building at the SCC 
Downtown Campus, and numerous schools, churches, offices and 
medical clinics in the Upstate. Wade Crow, senior engineer and president 

of the company, accepted the award. “The Spartanburg community has a solid foundation for 
growing a family, or a business,” said Crow. “Spartanburg Community College has had a substantial 
position in building that foundation. The Economic Visionaries event is a perfect example of the 
College’s commitment to the Upstate, providing the opportunity to recognize local businesses that 
contribute to the economy. Crow and Bulman Engineering is honored to accept this award.”

Johnson Development Associates, Inc. was named among the Economic 
Visionaries because of its work in commercial development, education 
and Spartanburg’s downtown revitalization efforts. Rob Rain, president 
of the JDA Industrial Division, accepted the award on behalf of the 
company. “Johnson Development is honored to be recognized as an 
Economic Visionary by SCC. We’ve been proud to call Spartanburg 

home for over 30 years, and we believe it is our responsibility to contribute to making Spartanburg 
a dynamic place for team members in our company and other citizens to thrive, explained Geordy 
Johnson, chief executive officer, Johnson Development Associates, Inc.

Johnson Development Associates, Inc.

Greenville-Spartanburg Airport District was named an Economic 
Visionary for providing service and innovative leadership to the 
Upstate for more than 55 years. Since opening in 1962, GSP has 
invested in capital improvements resulting in increased capacity, 
improved safety processes and efficiencies. With 186 employees and 

$261 million dollars in assets, GSP has a tremendous impact on the local economy. David N. 
Edwards, Jr., AAE, president and chief executive officer, accepted the award. “Part of our mission 
is to advance the economic prosperity of the region, and we are beyond honored that our efforts 
and our work has been recognized by Spartanburg Community College and the Economic 
Visionaries selection committee,” Edwards said.

Greenville-Spartanburg Airport District

For optical fiber innovation, AFL was named a 2018 Economic 
Visionaries award recipient. First serving Spartanburg in 1986 with 
one product, AFL has grown to become an international manufacturer 
of thousands of products. Kurt Dallas, executive vice president cable 
& connectivity, accepted the award. “Being an Economic Visionary 
reinforces our vision to positively impact communities by delivering 

superior solutions. We strive to provide the unique, innovative solutions for our customers, 
connecting them to the latest technology so that they, in turn, provide superior products and 
services to their customers. We are upholding our commitment to our associates and our 
community to provide room for growth and success,” Dallas said.

AFL



Campus Highlights

SCC Central Campus

SCC hosted Discover SCC on March 24 at the Central Campus. The 
drop-in open house invited prospective students and members of 
the community to tour the campus and learn about more than 70 
certificate, diplomas and associate degree programs that can lead to 
rewarding employment opportunities in high-growth, high-demand 
fields. The day also included tours of SCC’s state-of-the-art laboratories 
and classrooms, as well as information about financial aid, scholarships 
and Lottery Tuition Assistance.   

SCC Cherokee County Campus
The construction of the Institute of Innovation 2 on the Cherokee 
Campus is on schedule. Also dubbed I2, called I-squared, the 
facility is the Cherokee County School District’s new vocational 
school, which will occupy 12 acres of the Cherokee Campus. 
Cherokee County School District administrators and SCC’s 
academic deans also are discussing curriculum development and 
dual-enrollment opportunities for the location.

SCC Downtown Campus

In January, Witney Fisher started her new role as Executive 
Director of the Downtown Campus, replacing Judy K. Sieg. A 
Spartanburg native, Fisher worked for nearly 12 years at Converse 
College, most recently in the position of Dean of Professional 
Development. Fisher has a passion for student success and helping 
students understand their personal gifts and learn how to apply 
them post graduation.

SCC Tyger River Campus

The Tyger River campus hosted its annual event for Dorman 
and Byrnes High School 11th graders on Feb. 6. One of SCC’s 
Spark Center resident companies, Global Transport Solutions, 
Inc., was the featured business for the group. The company 
provides the world’s highest quality human organ preservation 
fluid solutions for human organ transplant and transportation. 
Participating students toured the company in the facility. 
Dorman High School Guidance Counselor Tiffany Sherbert 
stated, “The program was phenomenal, as usual! Our kids were 
really impressed and engaged with your presenters. You guys 
truly do a great job, and we love getting to come for the
annual event.”

SCC Union County Campus

The Union Campus hosted the Rotary Club of Union on Jan. 30. 
Campus Director Isaac McKissick spoke with the group about 
connecting students with future employers, as well as fields such as 
welding, nursing and mechatronics. On Feb. 28, the Union Campus 
hosted Youth Leadership Union, a group of 10th grade students 
from Union County High School. The students toured the campus 
and learned about educational opportunities at SCC Union.



This spring, Spartanburg Community College 
students plan to release Ascend Magazine, a new 
student-managed literary and arts magazine.
 
SCC received a $517.33 grant toward the 
production of the magazine from the Chapman 
Cultural Center, which provides cultural 
leadership and supports arts and nonprofit 
organizations in Spartanburg County.
 
“We are so grateful to the Chapman Cultural 
Center for the support,” said Ember Smith, 
SCC English faculty member and the magazine 
advisor. “Ascend will provide our students the opportunity to showcase their artistic 
talents, as well as gain experience in project design and management. They are excited to 
have a chance to express themselves and build their skills, and this grant will help them 
reach their goals. We look forward to showcasing work by our talented students later 
this spring.”
 
Students will solicit submissions from peers, layout pages and coordinate production of 
the magazine. SCC students chose the name Ascend to reflect that they are ascending to 
new heights through the creation and development of the new magazine. The debut issue 
will be released at the college’s annual Student Awards Day in April.
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SCC receives literary and arts grant
from Chapman Cultural Center

SCC students work together to create the 
college’s new literary and arts magazine, 
Ascend. Shown from left are students Amanda 
Jones and Davis Phillips, and Ember Smith, SCC 
English faculty member, and magazine advisor.


