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The College received official notification from the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges 
(SACSCOC) Board of Trustees and its Committees on Compliance 
that the institution has received reaffirmation of accreditation for 
10 years. The reaffirmation is through 2026 with a five-year review 
in 2021. Accreditation is required for college and universities to 
have access to federal funds, such as student aid and other federal 
programs, and federal student aid is only available to students if the 
institution is accredited by a recognized accrediting organization.

Enrollment at the Cherokee County Campus has grown for the 
fall 2016 semester, with even more students taking advantage of 
the Cherokee County Know2 K-14 scholarship fund. Developed to 
encourage Cherokee County residents to continue their education 
beyond high school for two years, the fund covers any tuition 
amount remaining for students after all other funding options 
have been exhausted. 

The Great Voyeur, a painting by local artist, Jonathan Swift, was 
recently dedicated to the SCC Downtown Campus in honor of 
SCC veterans and Upstate Warrior Solution, which is located at the 
Downtown Campus. SCC student Travis Haynes, a veteran who 
served in the Marines for 14 years, accepted the painting on behalf 
of his fellow servicemen and women, along with Tyshae Hicklin, 
administrative assistant with Upstate Warrior Solution.

SCC Union County Campus has partnered with Union County 
Schools on two new initiatives, which began in August 2016. A dual 
enrollment program in the mechatronics and welding programs has 
been established, allowing high school juniors and seniors to earn dual 
credit in technical and general education courses while completing 
their high school diploma. In addition, the Union County Adult Edu-
cation program has relocated its operation to the SCC Union County 
Campus. For the current academic year, Union County Schools will 
continue as the fiscal agent for the program. SCC will assume full 
operation and management of the program in the 2017 academic year.

On Aug. 12, a group of 75 individuals from the S.C. Economic 
Development Institute visited the SCC Tyger River Campus, with 
attendees from all over S.C., including local politicians and com-
munity volunteers involved in economic development in their 
respective communities. The institute is a partnership between the 
S.C. Department of Commerce and the S.C. Economic Developers’ 
Association. Mike Forrester, SCC’s director of economic develop-
ment, addressed the group and led tours of the Center for Business 
and Entrepreneurial Development.
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Dear friends,

Spartanburg Community College made great strides in its mission to 

bolster the Upstate economy this summer by expanding a tremendously 

successful business development center in Duncan and opening a campus 

in Union.

In August, SCC celebrated the expansion of the Center for Business and 

Entrepreneurial Development at the Tyger River Campus in Duncan. By 

adding 22,000 square feet of space, SCC added 22 offices to the facility - 20 

of which are already occupied. These additional offices represent a contin-

ued investment in our community’s future.

In the decade since its launch, the CBED has become a model for success, 

attracting and launching technology and manufacturing related business-

es. According to a June 2016 economic impact study, the Center has helped 

generate nearly 20,000 jobs, representing $1.2 billion dollars in earnings. 

The facility has provided services to 61 international and domestic compa-

nies, which have generated almost $69 million in tax revenue annually.

These numbers - and the expansion of CBED - are a testament to the 

shared vision of many leaders in this community, and the Center will 

continue to be an engine for Spartanburg County’s continued economic 

growth and development.

Also in August, SCC celebrated the opening of its fifth campus, the SCC 

Union County Campus, which will provide career opportunities to the 

county’s residents closer to home. The campus will focus on two pro-

grams - mechatronics and welding - both of which will prepare students 

for careers in high-demand fields. Opened in December 2009 as the Union 

County Advanced Technology Center, the 14,000-square-foot facility rep-

resents a permanent commitment to the economic vitality of the county 

and the education of its residents.

The College’s continued devotion to each of these communities is evident 

in each of these facilities, and future generations will no doubt find success 

thanks to the lessons and investments made within their walls.

Sincerely,

Henry C. Giles, Jr.
President, Spartanburg Community College
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